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PROSPUCTUS. 


It is deemed superfluous again to repeat the often 
avowed principles on which this Paper will be con- 
ducted. A reference to our former Prospectus will! 
communicate all the necessary information on this 
head ; while a recurrence to the past, will be the 
best guaranty for the MPARTIALITY of our future 
proceedings. Our object is the investigation of 
Gosrpet Truta. The testimony of GOD, by 
“ all His holy prophets,”—the asseverations of His 
Son, “ whom he hath appointed heir of all things,” 
and the corroborating witness of His apostles, are 
our evidences of the truth of what we admit, and 
what we assert. In our endeavours to obtain the 
object mentioned, to move as an instrument in the 
hand of God, the common Father, the countenance 
and concurrence of the Friends of Truth are solicit- 
ed, to aid in demolishing the dagon of popular er- 
ror, dissipating the delusions of interested partisans, 
and erecting the Fabrick of Universal Charity on 
the ruins of infiriate zeal, and pampered ignorance. 
To that portion of the community, from whose faces 
the vail*has been removed to discover the turpi- 
tude of the modern Missionary mania, the Pharisa- 
ism of its titled and fattened advocates, who gorge 
upon the spoils of sanctified extortion, we look fo: 
co-operation and support. We strengthen our ap- 
peal, by the declaration, that the columns of this 
Paper shail be open to the WoRLD, and friends and 
foes be admitted to a participation of all the advan- 
tages which can result from a free expression of their 
sentiments, and defence of their views. — 

Preparatory to stating the Conprtions of the 
Fifth volume of the Gospex Hera xp, it is proper 
to communicate the premises on which they are 
founded. 

Experience, the guide to knowledge, has sanc- 
tions which prudence and human foresight must 
bow to. In all undertakings, whatever may tend to 
subvert the accomplishment of the purpose of the 
undertaker, must be cautiously guarded against, or 
partial defeat will be the result. The Patrons of this 
Paper, of necessity, are its only co-adjutors for its 
pecuniary support. Patrons in deed, and not pa- 
trons in word, will ensure the prosperity of the 
work, and enable its conductor to fulfil his engage- 
ments, and meet the reasonable expectations of all 
concerned for its continuance. Fodr years’ expe- 
rience has taught, that there af@ythose who will 
practise imposition, and that som profess to 
be “hot,” are scarcely “ lukewarm” if the,cause of 

















all men. Our papers have been ordered 
towns, and when forwarded in sufficient qua 






destroy a volume, refused to be taken. On other 
occasions, ordered, and the order afterwards denied. 
Our only mode of coercing payment, has been to 
leave subscribers to follow the bent of their own in- 
clination. When the Paper was the @Re\isive 
property of the editor, during the pWblishing of ine 
First and Second volumes, it was tendered gratu- 
itously, at the conclusion of them, to all Subscribers 
who considered themselves unable to pay. Ii titis 
is not sufficient to exculpate us fromthe charge of 
an overweening attachment to the mammon of this 
world, we have nothing more cogent to offer. We 
have made sacrifices which candour and reason can- 
not ask to be repeated, and the repetition of which, 
would jeopardize the existence of the establishment 
itself. No reason can be given, why an individual 
should, with individaal means, sustain the burden 
which belongs to hundreds, and which divided and 
mutually borne, is no burden at all. The labour, 
expense, and variety of hindrance and exertion, in- 
dispensable to the conducting a Paper of this de- 
scription, is far greater than those unacquainted 
will imagine. Ordinarily,every humane and Chris- 
tian feeling should incline all to lielp each other, 
and facilitate the accomplishment of every thing 
that is conducive to human happiness. In the 
present case, there are peculiar claims. The object 
in view is of universal interest. Individual exer- 
tion is insufficient fot the task. It is the duty, and 
should be the pleasure, of those professedly inter- 
ested, to afford their mite of aid, and ensure the at- 
tainment of an end they acknowledge to be in- 
valuable. 

In accordance with the above stated premises 
and facts, the editor of this Paper feels himself 
honestly and honourably authorized, as well as im- 
periously urged, to call upon all sincere and liberal 
men, who are disposed to assist, to countenance the 
dissemination of Truth, and the refutation of Er- 
ror, to aid, at this time, by consplying with the @al- 
lowing Conditions. A compliance with thisiig- 
quest, will enable us to know our Patrons, an 
fectually guard us against the itnpositions of illi 
men. 

CONDITIONS. 


This work will be of the present (Super Royal Octavo) 
size ; each Number regpaeing eight pages, of two columns 
each; on fine pape 

This Paper wilt be printed on a Burgeois type, and wake 
a Super Roval Octavo Volume of 212 annually, in- 
cludiag an Index to the contents, which will be delivered to 
Subscribers at the end of the year, to complete the volume. 

This Paper will be published every other Saturday, and 
devoted to theological at and inquiry, without re- 
gard to name, sect, or par 

The S$ Subscription will +4 ONE DOLLAR per year, pag- 
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DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A PRESBYTERIAN AND A 
UNIVERSALIST. 

P. Tam surprised to find you always poring over 
the Bible, as if your salvation depended on your at- 
tention to its require:wents ; when, atthe same time, 
you profess to believe that all will be saved, whether 
they attend to .t, or not. 

U. You mistake, my friend; although my Bible 
lies by me, I was not reading it; but was perusin a 
letter, lately received, giving me the intelligence, 
th.t a distant relative of mine, died in Scotland, 
some time since, leaving me a legacy of $5000. 
But since you have mentioned the Bible, which 
communieaies to us the knowledge of an infinitely 
greater treasute, let us for a few moments, attend to 
that good news, and pray, Sir, why were vou so sur- 
prised to find me reading the Bible, as you sup- 
posed ? 

P. Because it seems so useless, since your salva- 
tion is just as certain without this labor, as with it. 

U. So with respect to the $5000 legacy, left me 
by wy friend in Scotland ; it was as certainly mine 
before I was informed of it, as it is since. I now love 
my earthly benefactor, because I know what he has 
done ior me. Aud by reading my Bible, I learn to 
love, and confide in my Heavenly Benefactor, be- 
cause he vas done still infinitely more and better for 
me, and for ail his creatures, than earthly benefactors 
could do. St. John says, “ We love him, because he 
first loved us.” 

P. Weil, be that as it may : I presume you will not 
waste auy part of your legacy in attempting to pro- 
pagate and disseminate your demoralizing and li- 
centious doctrines, siace by so doing, you cannot 
improve the future destiny of any human being. 

U. “ Freely ye have received, freely give,” is a 
divine command ; and is peculiarly applicable to me. 
You know that my situation through sickness and 
misfortune, had become as we often say, almost des- 
perate ; but my friend and benefactor has placed me, 
humanly speaking, beyond the reach of want. And 
can this consideration produce in me, sentiments of 
hatred or even of indifference towards him; or canI 
treat liis name and memory other than with love and 
giatitude? To me, it isa free gift, and I intend to im- 
part some portion of it as the means of communica- 
ting to my fellow-creatures, the glad tidings of great 
joy, even the salvation of all men, that they may be 
constrained, by the love of God, in Christ Jesus, to 
abstain irom all immorality, ungodliness and licen- 
tiousness; and even in time, to receive an earnest 
of their future inheritance. 

P. What strange infatuation! Vet I could wish 
your doctrine were true. Indeed I sometimes pray 
fox the salvation of all men. But I am told this is im- 
proper, since God has decreed the damnation of a 
part, therefore to pray fo: all, is to oppose Gods wiil ; 
and it also shows that we are dissatisfied with his plan 
of salvation, and this argues great wickedness and 
impiety, great want of reconciliation and resignation 
to the divine will. 

U. My friend, it seems that all the better feel- 
ings of your heart, even your wishes and your 








prayers, it you dared to indulge them, are in favour 
of my belief. Pray search your Bible, without refer- 
ence to human creeds, and what you wish and pray 
for, you perhaps may find abundant canse to believe, 
Her. of Sai. 
—p-— 
OBSERVATIONS 
On Superstitious Melancholy. 

About an age ago it was the fashion in England, 
for every onethat would be thought religious, to 
throw as much sanctity as possible into his face, and 
in particular to abstain from al] appearances of mirth 
and pleasantry, which were looked upon as the marks 
of acarnal mind. The saint was of a sorrowful coun- 
tenance, and generally eaten up with spleen and mel- 
ancholy. A gentleman, who was lately a great orna- 
ment to the learned world, has diverted me more 
than once with an account of the reception he met 
with from a very famous independent miuister, who 
was head of a college in those times. This gentle- 
man was then a young adventurer in the republic of 
letters, and had fitted out for the university with a 
cargo of latin and greek. His friends were resolved 
that he should try his fortune at an election which was 
drawing near in the college, of which the independ- 
ent minister whom I have before mentioned was go- 
vernor. The youth, according to custom, waited on 
him in order to be examined. He was received at 
the door by a servant, who was one of that gloomy 
generation that were then in fashion. He conducted 
him, with great silence and seriousness, to a long 
gallery which was darkened at noon-day, and had 
only a single candle burning in it. 

After a short stay in this melancholy apartment, 
he was led into a chamber hung with black, where 
he entertained himself tor some time by the glim- 
mering of a taper, unti at length the head of the col- 
lege came out to him, from an inner room, with a 
dozen night caps on his head, and religious horror 
in his countenance. The young man trembled ; but 
his fears increased, when instead of being asked 
what progress he had made in learning, he was ex- 
amined how he abounded in grace. His latin and 
greek stood him little stead; he was to give an ac- 
count only of the state of his soul; whether he was 
of the number of the elect ; what was the occasion of 
his conversion, upon what day of the month, and 
what hour of the day it happened ; how it was carried 
on, and when completed. The whole examination 
was summed up with one short question, namely: 
Whether he was prepared for death? The boy, who 
had been bred up by honest parents, was fright- 
ed out of his wits atthe solemnity of the proceed- 
ings, and by the last dreadful interrogatory ; so that 
upon making kis escape out of the house of mourn- 
ing, he could never be brought a second time to the 
examination, as not being able to go through the ter- 
rors of it. 

Notwithstanding this general form and outside of 
religion, is pretty well worn among us, there are ma- 
ny persons, who by a natural uncheerfulness of heart, 
mistaken notions of piety, or weakness of under- 
standing, love to indulge this uncomfortable way of 
life, and give up themselves a prey to grief and mel- 
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ancholy. Superstitious fears and groundless scruples 
eut them off from the pleasures of conversation, and 
al] those social entertainments which are not only 


ADDISON. 


innocent but laudable. 
ee 
INDIAN SPEECH. 
The speech of Sagona Ha, which signifies the Keep- 
er awake, a Chief of the Seneca Nation of In- 


dians, known by the white people by the name of 


Red Jacket, in answer to a Speech of Mr. “Alex- 

ander, a Missionary from the Missionary Society 

in Vew- York to that Nation, delivered at a Coun- 

cil held at Buffalo Creek, in May, 1%11. 

BrotHer,—We listened to the talk you deliver- 
ed to us from the Council of Black Coats* in New- 
York. We have fully considered your talk, and the 
offers you have made us, which we perfectly under- 
stand, and we return our answer to them, which we 
wish you also to understand. In making up our 
minds, we have looked back, and remembered what 
has been done in our days, and what our fathers 
have told us was done in old times. 

Brother, Great numbers of Black Coats have been 
among the Indians, and with sweet voices and smil- 
ing faces, have offered to teach them the religion of 
the white people. Our brethren in the east listened 
to them—turned from the religion of their fathers, 
and took up the religion of the white people. What 
good has itdone? Are they more friendly one to 
another, than we are? No, brother, they are adivided 
people; we are united: they quarrel about religion : 
we live in Jove and friendship ; they drink strong wa- 
ter, have learnt how to cheat and practice all the vi- 
ces of the white people which disgrace Indians, 
without imitating the virtues of the white people : 
Brother, if you are our well wisber, keep away and 
do not disturb us. 

Brother, We do not worship the Great Spirit as 


the white people do, but we believe the forms of 


worship are indifferent to the Great Spirit: it is the 
homage of a sincere heart that pleases him, and we 
worship him in this manner. 

Brother, You wish us to change our religion for 
yours; we Jike our religion, and do not want an- 
other. Our friends (pointing to Messrs. Granger, 
Parish and Taylort) do us great good. They coun- 
sel us in our troubles, and tell us how to make our- 
selves comfortable. Our friends the Quakers do 
more than this—They give us ploughs, and instruct 
ts how to use them. They tell us that we are ac- 
countable beings, but do not say we must change 
our religion. We are satisfied with what they do. 

Brother, For these reasons we cannot receive 
your offers; we have other things to do, and beg 
you to make your mind easy, lest our heads should 
be too much loaded, and by and by burst. 

U. Mag. 





* The appellation given to Clergymen by the indians. 


+ Mr. Granger is the agentof the United States for indian 
affairs, and resides at Buffalo. Mr. Parish is the Indian 
Interpreter; and Mr. Taylor is the agent in the Society of 
Friends, for improving the condition of the Indians, and 
resides near the Allegany river 








FROM THE INDEPENDENT WHIG, 
DIALOGUE 

Between a Country Clergyman and a Quaker. 

Clergyman. I am glad of this opportunity of 
talking with you. It was what I wanted. 

Quaker. And why didst thee not take it before ? 
I never shunned thee. 

C. Lam your minister: It became you to come 
to me. 

Q I promise thee, thou art none of my minister. 
i'll have none but of my own choosing. Besides, if 
thou mindest thy pride more than my salvation, and 
art too great to come to thy parishioners, small is my 
encouragement to come to thee; the apostles stood 
not thus upon their dignity. 

C. The apostles went to those who could not 
come to them. 

Q. And tothose who would not. 

C. A modest man would have doubted, and 
heard what [ had to say. 

Q. Friend, hast thou thyself no doubts about 
the straitness of the way that thou art in? 

C. Certainly, no. 

Q. ThenamI more modest than thou art. I of- 
ten doubt, and go to God with my doubts. 

C. But you should go to him in a proper way. 

Q. I seek him by prayer, and endeavor to under- 
stand his will from the Scriptures of truth. Know- 
est thou amore proper way? 

C. Do you understand the holy Scriptures? 

Q. Itis thy fault, and the fault of thy brethren, 
if! donot. The clergy have translated them. 

C. But there are still many difficult places in 
them, which the clergy understand best. 

Q. If the clergy understand them, then are they 
not difficult to laymen who know languages; and 
why do not the clergy explain them ? 

C. That is their business. 

Q. Then they ill understand their business, 
since they vary and quarrel so much about it. 

C. They only differ in controverted points. 

Q. No more don’t thee and I. 

C. But I mean points controverted amongst us. 

Q. That is to say, all points. Even where you 
believe alike, you explain differently ; which shew- 
eth a manifest difference also in believing. Art not 
thou unreasonable to expect, nay, to demand union 
amongst the people, when the clergy themselves are 
the authors of disunion ? 

C. Therefore we renounce such clergymen.. 

Q. And they renounce thee. And do not the 
Quakers act wisely to renounce you all, as you all 
do one another? 

C. You speak harshly and untruly; there are 
numbers of us who adhere together in our sen- 


timents, 
Q. And there are numbers who adhere together 


against you, and yet call themselves of the same 
church with you. 

C. Jam sorry for it. 

Q. So oughtest thou to be for charging me with 
speaking untruly, when thou thyself bearest testi- 
mony to the truth which I speak. 

C. But you go too far. 
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Q. Ido not, nay, I will go farther, and maintain, 
that the numbers thou boasteth of in union with thee, 
were every man to explain his belief his own way, 
would all vary from thee, and from one another. 

C. Ido not think so; however, their varying in 
belief is no reason for believing. 

Q. But it is a good reason why every man should 
have his own belief. 

C. Then there will be no end of confusions. 

Q. No more there is not in opinions and doc- 
trines. 

C. And is not that a deplorable case ? 

Q. So is the fall of Adam: Canst thou cure it? 

Cc. They are not parallel cases. 

@. Depend upon it, thou mayest as well bring 
back Adam into a state of innocence, as all his pos- 
terity into one mind, 

C. What, can’t I reason a man into my opinion ? 

Q. Yes, if he like thy opinion, and thy reason- 
ing; perhaps he will think them both stark naught. 

C. That may be his fault. 

Q. And it may be thine. How are thy opinions 
better than mine ? I think them worse. 

C. They are warranted by the holy Scriptures. 

Q. I think mine are; I'll promise thee Pil try 
them by the Scriptures, which I think I can inter- 
pret as well as thou can’st. Pl tell thee farther, that 
I am satisfied the God of mercy never damned any 
man for wistaking it; for I take it, that in revealing 
his word he mocketh not men, by giving them a rid- 
dle instead of arevelation. 

€. You know little of Scripture, if you do not 
know that there are in it places which you cannot 
understand. 

@. Nor can’stthou. As to those places, though 
they may be his will, yet I am sure they are not his 
revealed will, because he hath not revealed it! and 
if | take thy interpretation and conjectures for his 
word, then do I believe in thy word, and not in his. 
Now, where hath he commanded me to believe in 
thee? 

C. He has commanded you to believe me, when 
T speak in his name. 

Q. And so art thou to believe me when I speak 
in his name. 

C. Tam his ambassador. 

Q. There I do not believe thee, because thou 
speakest in thy own name. 

C. Why, does not St. Paul say, We are ambassa- 
dors in his stead? 

Q. Yes? Art thou Paul? 

C. No, I am only his successor; he himself is 
dead. 

Q. So are his gifts and miracles; can’st thou 
work miracles ? If not, how dost thou succeed him ? 
C. IL preach the Gospel which he preached. 

. So do I, and bear my own charges as he did 
his ; and why should I pay thee for doing what I can 
do as well myself? I do not find that Paul has left 
thee any wages, and I am sure he has left thee noth- 
ing else ; his epistles are left to every man. 

€. Yes, he has leit ministers to wait upon God’s 
ordinances in the house of God. I am one of those 


ministets. 





Q. Friend, as thou art a christian, thou must 
needs know that every house is alike to Almighty 
God, who filleth heaven and earth, who dwelleth 
not in houses made with hands; as to what you call 
ordinances, thou knowest that the apostles adminis- 
tered none. Every man did it for himself, it was 
done from house to houx. There were no bloody 
sacrifices in the religion of Jesus, and consequently 
no priests, their only office being to slay beasts. 

(To be continued.) 
—=>—— 
£0 THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ANOTHER VICTIM 

To the Doctrine of Unmerciful Punishment. 

Sir—The frequent statements which have appear- 
ed in your paper, of “ victims to the doctrine of end- 
less torture,” has induced me to furnish you another 
instance of suicide, which I copy from the (Bridge- 
port) Republican Farmer. 

“ A few days since, Salina, the wife of Mr. Eben- 
ezer Treadwell, of Weston, committed suicide by 
hanging herself. On the day of the above fatal act, 
we learn that one of her sisters had spent several 
hours with her, that Mrs. T. was much exercised in 
mind on the subject of religion, and her soul’s salva- 
tion; and that she strongly urged her sister to stay. 
Soon after her sister had gone, Mrs. ‘Treadwell or- 
dered her servant girl to take her infant child, 
which was only afew weeks old, to a neighbours, 
without assigning any cause. The girl carried the 
child as directed ; and about an hour afterwards re- 
turned, and found Mrs. T. missing. On the table 
lay a billet directed to her husband, who was then 
at work in the field, which at once strongly impress- 
ed upon the mind of the girl that all was not right. 
On opening it, her fears were confirmed : it stated 
that the act she was about to commit was not for any 
thing that he had done, but that she felt asif she 
must leave him, her infant babe, and the world. The 
girl called upon a young man that was passing, 
they searched the house, and found Mrs. T. suspend- 
ed by the neck in the garret, and hfe extinct. She 
was about twenty-eight years of age.” 

The above, furnishes us with another evidence of 
the contrast between the religion called “ orthodox,” 
and that taught by the blessed Saviour and his apos- 
tles. The cause which led to the above transaction, 
it appears, is, “that Mrs. T. was much troubled in 
her mind on the subject of religion, and her soul’s 
salvation.” 

First,“ she was troubled in her mind on the subject 
of religion.” lLask, what religion? Was it the reli- 
gion of Christ and his apostles, or was it delusion, 
the fruit of superstition? “ Pure religion and un- 
defiled before God even the Father is this ; to visit 
the fatherless and widows in their affliction; and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world.” James i. 
27. This is religion both pure and undefiled before 
God. Yet Ihave heard the question asked times al- 
most without number, “ What is religion ?” But, I 
never yet heard a correct answer given by an ortho- 
dox layman or clergyman. What they call religion 
pure and undefiled, is the doctrine which their 





creeds set forth, which have often been uwnanswer- 
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ably refuted in the pages of the Gospex HERALp. 
There is nothing in the Scriptures which tend to 
drive us into delusion, but, on the contrary, if we be- 
lieve them as they are, and not as they are often rep- 
resented to be, it will make us leap for joy that the 
soul’s salvation is secured by the Saviour of men. 

2nd. “and her soul’s salvation.” It always ap- 
peared to me, that no man could believe the calvinis- 
tic creed, and retain his senses, I would wish to be 
expressly understood, “ believers” of the creed, and 
not those wiio profess it! for it is seldom the case, 
that I ever found a man, when questioned closely on 
the subject of election and reprobation, who would 
own he firmly believed it. And for this very good 
reason, no man ean lay his hand upon his breast, 
and say, “I do sole believe that God did, from 
all eternity, elect som verlasting life, and others 
to everlasting death, W t any foresight of faith or 
good works, or perseverence in either of them, and 
all for the praise of his glorious justice,” unless he 
has conceptions of his God, which would be a foul 
stigma if attributed to the devil. The fact is, when 
our self-styled Rev. Gentlemen, make poor females 
believe in their hearts the above creed, they, to escape 
the tortures of their mind, put a period to their ex- 
istence, prefering the undescribable tortures of the 
damned, to the tortures arising from this diabolical 
invocation of a supposed angry God. 

If Mrs. T. had believed Christ (as he and his apos- 
tles professed he was,) “a ransome for all,” anda 
Saviour of sinners, “ of whom” says Paul, “I am the 
chief,” her life would have been saved still longer 
from destruction, and she might have ended her 
days stniling with the belief that God was her Father, 
and Christ her impartial Redeemer, with whom 
she would dwell through eternity. But alas! her 


blood crieth against the inventors of the doctrine of 


devils, which doctrine is fast vanishing from the be- 
nighted minds of the human family, and the day fast 
approaches when “ Aut shall know the Lorn, from 
the least to the greatest. 

“Whose Love extends to all the human race, 

As also countless worlds in boundless space, 

And circles allin one benign embrace.” 


H. C. L. 
—_-—f>—__ 


CALVINISM UNMASKED. 


Or, Calvinistice principles of Justice, as attributed 
to God, for the foundation of His Covenant 
with Christ, relative to the Atonement for sin, 
and man’s redemption from it, examined, and 
proved to be Unjust. 

Reason and common sense teach, that, in all dis- 
quisitions, we must consider things as they are, and 
draw all our inferences, and deduce all our conclu- 
sions, from facts, and not from conjecture. All 
conclusions derived from a different source, are 
strictly utopian or chimerical. Theology is a sct- 
ence. It has rules, because it is founded on, or con- 
sists of, acknowledged principles ; the understand- 
ing of which is indispensable to any progress in 
judging, or arriving at any thing which the mind 
can receive with approbation, or rest upon with cer- 
tainty. 





In Arithmetic, there are rules to prove the exer- 
cises of the student. His confidence grows out of 
his experience, arising from the conviction that bis 
proofs are a sufficient evidence of the perfection of 
the science, and of his knowledge of it. The Scrip. 
tures ought to be to the Theologist, what a correct 
system of Arithmetic is to an Arithmetician. Ge- 
ometry, is “the science of quantity, extension, or 
maghitude, abstractly considered.” But, strictly 
speaking, all useful employments, studies, and pui- 
suits, have relations which exist, and which may be 
considered as keys to knowledge. Theretore, Arith- 
metic is applied in Geometrical investigations. 

The first principles of the science of Arithmetic, 
are simple to the extreme. The most extensive use 
of the science, when all its rules and tables are com- 
pounded, is nothing more than a simultaneous appli- 
cation of its most simple principles. It is precisely 
the same in Theolagy. The pertections or attrasutes 
of God, considered simply, as power, wisdom, and 
goodness, abstractly from all the relations which 
metaphysical disquisitions have compounded them 
with, are easily understood, and properly estimated. 
If the first simple principles are adhered to, how- 
ever compounded they may be in their application 
in all the proper relations which can be considered, 
power will still be power—wisdom will remain 
wisdom—and goodxress continue to be goodness. 
The quantity, ertension, or magnitude, will not 
affect the quality of the principles; any more than 
the principles of the science of Arithmetic are al- 
tered and changed, by their application to geome- 
trical, or other inquiries and purposes. 

The time will come, when man, no longer blind- 
ed by absurdity, and crazed with contradiction, will 
see the light of truth, the harmony of all God’s attri- 
butes and perfections ; and cry, How beautiful, how 
simple is Truth! How trandscendent the Charac- 
terof GOD! Brilliant with truth—radiaut with 
light—resplendent with glory. 

We are fully aware that speculations on theology 
are considered by many honest well-meaning men, 
as unprofitable, if not criminal. We are disposed to 
favour this conclusion, so far as to agree with the 
sentiment, which awards unprofitableness to all dis- 
quisitions which have for their basis the crooked 
conclusions which are the constant fruit of a bigoted 
preference for ill-gotten opinions ; and an obstinate 
predilection for the principles of sects and creeds, 
which are admitted from the sanction which preju- 
dice invariably gives to party views, which are pros- 
tituted to party purposes. Therefore, our object is 
to inquire into the validity of the claims, and to ex- 
amine the evidence of those, whose asseverations go 
to involve the interests and destinies of myriads of 
intelligent and susceptible beings, in a fatality 
pregnant with unutterable horror. 

In pursuing this momentous inquiry, it shall be 
our constant endeavour to avoid that assumption, 
which savours of the truly contemptible begging of 
premises, which is a disgrace to honest professors ; 
and to leave sophistry to those whose opinions are 
the result of error and conjecture, which require 4 
support gs unsound and illusory, as they are unrca- 
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sonable and unscriptural. Having no end in view 
but truth, we are willing to settle a preliminary 
which shall disqualify our humblest pretensions, if 
we resort to the alternative of building an hypothesis 
upon the foundation of human opinions, and at- 
tempt to strengthen the structure by the addition of 
props, borrowed from the creeds of men, and the 
decisions of ecclesiastical councils. Human opin- 
ions only go to show the sentiments of those who 
declare them. They may be right; and they may 
be wrong. The asseverations of any party, that his 
or their doctrines are consistent with God’s reve- 
lation, do not make them so. Every man must de- 
cide for himself; and be as ready to inquire into the 
justness of his neighbour's views, as to assert that of 
his own 

Ignorance and bigotry are always companions. 
Superstition and cowardice, or fear, which is the 
infallible evidence of the error and consequent con- 
demnation of the party, can never be separated. No 
man can give so great and unequivocal evidence of 
his love of truth, and sincere desire to acquire and 
possess it, as he who is ready and willing at all 
times, and on all occasions, to submit his principles 
to the test of Scripture and reason, and prove his 
professions to be honest, by his zeal and solicitude 
(To be continued.) 

—_ 

SOMETHING MYSTERIOUS. 

Our orthodox clergy insist with great earnestness 
and much gravity, that the Creator, from all eterni- 
ty, elected some to everlasting life, and rendered 
then salvation certain and unavoidable; also, that 
the rest of mankind were predestinated to endless 
misery, and their ruin made equally certain and 
unavoidable. After these fundamental points 
of faith are supposed to be well supported in 
a sermon, the preacher proceeds with all his learn- 
ing and theological wisdom, to bring poor sinners, 
who are in a state of unbelief, to a sense of their 
awful situation by nature, and to realize that unless 
they repent of their sins, and believe the true doc- 
trine, tliey must, without doubt, be damned everlast- 
ingly. Now the mystery lies here: How can those 
be in danger of being lost, whose salvation was 
made unavoidable from all eternity ? How can re- 
pentance and faith save those whose everlasting de- 
struction was made unavoidable from all eternity, 
by the decree of an unchangeable God? Suppose 
that all those who were predestinated to endless ru- 
in should repent of their sins, and believe that they 
were thus reprobated from all eternity, would their 
believing this faith save them, directly contrary to 
itself? And allowing that all those who were elected 
unto salvation should live and die in unbelief, would 
their unbelief render their unavoidable salvation 
nul! ? 

Whether this is the mystery of godliness, or the 
mystery of iniquity, let the reader judge, after due 
deliberation. But there is more mystery, of the 
same sort, which, when the reader has safely dis- 
posed of the preceding, he will know where to place, 
and to whose account it ought to be credited. I 
mean the mystery of what is held up about the devil. 


to essay them. 











We are constantly told that the devil is all the 
time employed in using all the arts of which he is 
master, to prevent people from believing the true or- 
thodox creed, that they may, for their unbelief, be 
consigned to his kingdom of darkness for ever. 
But how does it happen that this arch deceiver has 
never yet found out, what is well known to the cler- 
ey, viz: that almighty God did his business for him, 
before creation, by assigning him his kingdom, and 
determining the number of his subjects? And | 
would ask again, Where is the devil on every sab- 
bath, that he should never yet have found out that he 
cannot so deceive even one of the elect as to induce 
the Creator to give him up to him ? 

Sould the reader have the same view of these mys- 
teries which I entertain, he will be led to say, that 
both the devil and preachers might as wel! be em- 
ployed about something else, ifthe latte, could get 
as good a living as they now do: for it is certain 
that neither of them are able to change the fina! des- 
tiny of any of the human race, and the preacher does 
not even flatter men that religion is worth having for 
any benefit it is to its possessor in this world. in this 
particular, according to their own concession, they 
are less inviting than satan is, for they allow that he 
affords much pleasure and prosperity to his servants 
in this life. Universalist Magazine. 

=f 
RULAND’S REVELATION, 
Or the Effects of the Doctrine of Devils. 

The following, trom the “Sac Harsour (L. 1.) 
Correcror,” is another evidence of the abomina- 
ble tendency of the doctrine of an implacable God, 
aud endless misery. Revelations from Hell, (not 
Heaven,) communicate tidings of sad things ; speak 
to the soul in the agonizing tones of doubt and des- 
pair; and lead to destruction in all the varied shapes 
of distempered horrors. Man is commanded to im- 
itate his God. To be perfect, as God is perfect. To 
be holy, as God is holy. (Not as Devils are perfect, 
and holy!) If God is a destroyer, he will reveal de- 
struction; and the miserable worshipper, like the 
servants of the ancient Moloch, will imitate his 
god, and assist him in, or appease him by, the work 
of destruction. Let the pampered ministers of er- 
ror, who make “ merchandize of souls,” and fatten 
on imposition and hypocrisy, condescend to look at 
this new victim to their infuriate creeds: let them 
view the work of their hands, (or tongues,) and con- 
template the complicated wretchedness which re- 
sults to mankind from their perversions of God’s 
testimony. We reiterate our oft-made declaration, 
and would it were emblazoned in letters of fire, on 
the portals of every house, prominent and emphati- 
cal, as it is in the canopy of God’s visible heavens, 
on the earth beneath our feet, and in the revelation 
of Heaven’s King ; namely : 

“Our Gop, ts tHe Gop oF Satvation !” 

(>“.4 Religious Maniac.” 

“ Tsrael] Ruland of Brook-Haven, who we under- 
stand has been sometime labouring under what is 
called a concern of mind, on the night of the fifth 
awoke his wife, and very deliberately told her, that it 
had been revealed to him, that he must destroy his 
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family, and as deliberately rose for the purpose ; but 
the wife not believing in the revelation, took her de- 
parture for some ot the neig/bours, who having col- 
lected, they returned to the house, where they found 
the oldest child, about 8 years old, lying on the door 
step, Where R. had taken it by its heels and dashed its 
brains out— it lived nearly an hour. He likewise had 
broken the skull of another child about four years 
old, belong:ng to a woman in the house—it is said it 
cannotlive. R. was secured before he could further 
fulfil his bloody revelation.” 
_— {> — 

FORMING CHARACTERS FOR ETERNITY. 

Among the various denominations of christians, 
professing a belief in the endless sufferings of some 
of the human family, are few general assertions 
more frequently uttere that “ we are all form- 
ing characters tor eterity;” by which I suppose 
they mean, that, just as our characters are in this 
world, such they will remain, without alteration, for 
Now it #§ pot my present object io 
refute that notion, but to propose a few queries for 
the consideration of those who make the assertion, 
that they may apprehend the consequence which it 
involves. 

If it be true that men will sustain the same charac- 
ter, in the future as in the present life, and that with- 
out a possibility of change, how will it be with our 
Calvinist neighbours, who say in their solemn pray- 
ers, that they are guilty, hell-deserving sinners, and 
sin continually against a God of infinite purity and 
holiness, in word, thought and deed? What shall we 
couclude will. be the fate of such as confess them- 
selves guilty of all sins which others can enumerate ? 
now if such people are forming characters for eter- 
nity, will they not eternally remain just as they 
now are? 

These people profess to believe, that in this life, 
the best of men are unable to obcy the perfectly holy 
law of God; and that this inability is infinitely 
criminal. According to the above assertion, then, 
they will possess the saine character to eternity ; 
therefore, they will be infinitely criminal to eternity ! 

Another theme on which such professors harp 
with seeming sincerity and earnestness, is, that every 
man will fare, in the eternal world, just aceording to 
the character which he forms in this; and compar- 
ing it with the above, to what does it amount, but 
that every Calvinist, at Jeast, will be infinitely sin- 
ful, criminal, and miserable to eternity ? 

To avoid this conclusion, they must either deny 
that their character is so bad as they frequently as 
sert, and alter their prayers (a difficult task for some 
of them) or acknowledge they are not forming char- 
acters for eternity, or devise some scheme by which 
such guilty sinners can be blessed, and yet retain 
their time-constituted character. Chris. Intel. 

—~>—.- 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A few years ago, > person residing in the north 
part of this state, had a wife who was a zealous Meth- 
adist. Going to church on a sabbath, when there was 
to be a love feast, or an inquiring meeting, he ob- 
served to his wife that she should not remain in this 
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meeting, unless he was also permitted to stay. She 
informed him, he could certainly have the privilege 
of remaining in the meeting if he would consent to 
be inquired of, concerning the state of bis mind and 
feelings. This he said he was willing to do. He con- 
sequently remained after that the audience, gener- 
ally, had withdrawn. The preacher or preachers 
commenced the inquiry, as to the state of the mind 
and feelings o: those who continued in the meeting 
and at Jength, caine to this man, and inquired how 
he felt. He answered, I feel very joyiul, and am the 
happiest creature you ever saw. Indeed sir, said the 


Finquisitor, and how long have you been so happy ? 


Three or four hours, was the answer. Well sir, will 
you tell me the cause of your happiness and joy? I 
wili, sir. This morning as I was coming to meeting 
with my wife, I found a piece of paper in the wad 
which I picked up, and discovered it to be a leaf ofa 
book called the Bible; on this leaf I found the follow- 
ing declaration, “ Forasmuch then asthe children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also hinself likewise 
took part of the same, that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, THAT IS 
THE DEVIL ; and deliver them who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
As soon as I found that the devil was to be destroyed, 
I began to feel happy, and cried, Glory to Gon, the 
Devil is to be desiroyed! Glory to God, all that have 
been in bondage through fear of the Devil shall be 
delivered! Glory to God, for this coop news! In 
short sir, I am the happiest creature that ever lived, 
on finding that Jesus shall triumph, the devil be de- 
stroyed, and all souls delivered from his tron yoke 
of bondage. We need notinform the reader that the 
good clergyman passed on, without making any far- 
ther inquiries, not much pleased at the thoughts of 
the devil being destroyed. Messenger of Peace. 
—_—> 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

Two young gentlemen of W******* jn this state, 
were engaged, not long since, in controversy con- 
cerning the doctrine of endless punishment. In 
order to show that none would suffer the “ ven- 
geance of eternal fire,” one of them quoted the fol- 
lowing text: “For this is good and acceptable in 
the sight of God, our Saviour, who will have ail men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth.” The other rephed, that the Bible contained 
no such passage. ‘The first calls for a Bible, 
finds the text, and begins to read; when to his as- 
tonishment, an old lady of pious orthodox principles, 
opens a door leading into another apartment, and 
looking out, exclaims, “If it does read so, when you 
come to die I guess you won’t find it so!” The best 
mode of refuting the doctrine of Universal Restora- 
tion! Chris. Intel. 

—p— 

Advice.—A young clergyman, consulting with his 
father, relative to making a choice out of various 
calls which he had received from different churches 
to become their minister, was overheard by a colour- 
ed domestic, who said, “ Massa, go where there is 
the least money and most Devil !” 

Query. Do not money and the devil go together > 
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From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
MISSIONARY SERMON. 
The following sentiments, we are informed by the 
Imerican Eagle, were uttered by Mr. Boardman in 
his sermon at the annual meeting of the Foreign 
Missionary Society of Litchfield County, held in the 
town of Litchfield. 

“ Mr. Boardman observed that there are now six 
hundred millions of heathen in the world—that a 
generation passes off the stage once in thirty years, 
and consequently, that there are six hundred mllions 
of immortal souls consigned to eternal perdition every 
thirty years—that with these facts staring us in the 
face we have no right to INQUIRE into the propri- 
ety of giving a part of our substance to Christ—that 
we know it to be our duty as well as our greatest 
privilege to give—that every moment that we stop to 
inquire into the expediency or propriety of giving, 
thousands of immortal souls are sinking into eternal 
ruin for want of the money which we withhold. He 
also said that we were placed in a situation of awful 
responsibility : God had given us power and ability 
to SEAL THE ETERNAL DESTINY OF SIX 
HUNDRED MILLION SOULS—and that giv- 
ing our money would be the means of their salvation, 
and withholding it would ensure their damnation— 
and that knowing these facts and possessing the 
means we do, we anticipate the general judgment, 
and by giving or withholding, we, so far as our influ- 
ence goes, pass sentence of eternal felicity or woe 
upon six hundred millions of precious and immortal 


souls.” 
—~»—- 


GARRICK’S PRECEPTS TO PREACHERS: 


The celebrated Garrick, having been requested 
by Dr. Stonehouse, to favour him with his opinion 
as to the manner in which sermons ought to be de- 
livered, the English Roscius, sent the following an- 
swer: 

“ You know how you would feel and speak ina 
parlour, concerning a friend who was in imminent 
danger of his life, and with what energetic pathos 
of diction and countenance you would enforce the 
observance of that which you really thought would 
be for his preservation. You could not think of play- 
ing the orator, of studying your emphasis, cadences 
and gestures ; you would be yourself; and the inter- 
esting nature of your subject impressing your heart, 
would furnish you with the most natural tone of 
yoice, the most proper language, the most engaging 
features, and the most suitable and graceful ges- 
tures. What you would thus be én the parlour, be in 
the pulpit ; and you wil! not fail to please, to affect, 
and to profit.” Gos. Pal. 

—— 

ANOTHER CONVERSION IN THE MINISTRY. 

Mr. Sotomon Arrtuacr, of the Christian connex- 
ion, has renounced the soul-chilling doctrine of an- 
nihilation prevalent in that sect : and now freely pro- 
claims eternal life, as the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ, to the whole human family. May the Lord 
strengthen his hands in the best of causes. 

Roch. Mag. 











Religious Pride.—The Catholics of Montreal 
are preparing to erect a magnificent Cathedral yto 
be of the following dimensions—length 252 fget— 
breadth 132, with two towers in front, each 200 feet 
in height. The window behind the high altar, to 
be 32 feet by 45. The building is calculated to hold 
10,000 persons ; to cost $400,000. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, in London, was 35 years in 
building—is 500 feet long, and 250 wide—the 
dome is 340 feet high. Cost £736,722 sterling, or 
$3,263,208. 

—->— 
STEAM BOAT ACCIDENT. 

What a fund of matter for doleful prognostication 
would the Steam Boat aecident have afforded, had 
it happened on, what is »the Sabbath! What 
an awful warning it been! It is indeed 
a sorrowful visitation ; larly to the relatives 
of the deceased; who are entitled to our warmest 
sympathies. A few moreysuch catastrophes, and 
sam boats will be Bf little worth. 

—~——. 

{The Eastern Association of Universa- 
lists is to meet at Farmington, (Me.) on the 23d and 
24th of June next, “the fourth Wednesday and 
Thursday.” It is hoped that as many of our minister- 
ing brethren will attend, as can make it convenient. 
Societies also, are earnestly requested to send Del- 
egates, with proper credentials to act in council, and 
relate the present state of religion in the section to 
which they belong. 

(The Installation of Brotuer Sepastian 
Srreerer, over the First Universalist Society in 
Boston, took place on Thursday, 13th instant. 

QG? We are happy to learn that Br. A. Dins- 
more, of Winthrop, has concluded to devote his 
time exclusively to the work of an evangelist. 

("A gentleman in Livermore, by the name of 
Bates, has lately commenced preaching, and bids 
fair to be useful. Rel. Ing. 
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